October 14th, 2001
Hi Gavin

Letter writing time again. I have just finished writing the latest instalment of the Turkey trip. It takes more than 2 hours to write it. 

Not much has happened in HK in the past week. The main event was the Chief Executive’s annual policy speech. In it, he outlined plans to help people through the difficult economic times though the measures didn’t seem to amount to very much. He also announced a plan to provide a native English speaker or teaching assistant into every primary school beginning in the next academic year. This is much like the scheme for secondary schools which has been in operation for several years now. It may be difficult to recruit enough teachers as English-language teachers are in demand all round the world. As with the secondary school scheme, teachers will probably also come from NZ, thus making the teacher shortage there worse. But it is difficult to blame teachers when the salaries here are much better (though they weren’t when I first came to HK. 

Yesterday, the chief executive have out the annual ‘Grand Bauhinia’ awards. This is HK’s highest award, and just as in many places, often seems to be awarded for political as well as other reasons. One controversial award went to a labour activist who was involved in the 1967 riots in which 51 people were killed, but has since done quite a lot of work to help workers. He was nominated some time ago, and there seems to have been quite a division among the people on the awards committee. While the award ceremony was under way, there were two processions in progress – one protesting his award and the other in favour of the award. Anyway, the Chief Executive will stand for re-election for a second 5-year term soon (probably, though he has not yet announced that he will stand) and this guy could be very helpful in helping him be re-elected. 

Getting slightly cooler in HK now. Summer is over. Maximum temperatures are down to about 28OC now. And the water in the pool also feels cooler on getting in which is actually good as it is not easy to swim in hot water. 

Of course, the main news of the week has been the US-British air attacks on Afghanistan. It is on the news every night. It seems to be very well controlled though the news report a few minutes ago said that one bomb overshot the Kabul airport and landed in a residential area. That is not going to do their campaign any good at all! It was good to get an e-mail from you yesterday, though it was not quite so great hear you saying you want to go to Afghanistan to “kill a few Afghans”. We all have to remember that not one Afghan has been directly implicated in any terrorist act (though of course their leaders have been protecting bin Laden). There was an interesting 20/20 programme on TV in which they were discussing the issue of “racial profiling” which seems to work but unfortunately affects many completely innocent people as well. People were divided about whether it should be used, but as one lady waiting for a ‘plane said, maybe everybody should be regarded as a suspect, though this is probably not practical because of the amount of work that would be involved. 

Did you get the $500 I transferred into your account a few weeks ago to help with your increased insurance? You didn’t specifically mention it but I assume you got it OK. Yes, Leonie seemed to get the message wrong somewhat but never mind, it is not serious. And by the way, I don’t have anybody who is a “gold digger’!!!!!!!  I am saving my money so that it can be used to help you when it is really needed!

Not much else to write about this week. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad

PS: I will send this letter by both e-mail and by ordinary mail in case you can access you friend’s computer again.
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